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201 2 1 3 M I CS Bangladesh 2. T o Hundreds of species of protozoa, bacteria, and viruses can cause disease in humans; many of these
- N ST 2T 100mLIDEREIKD are transmitted through the faecal-oral pathway. Rather than monitor the presence of individual
Y, ,/r | )I/ I/j_o_ |\ TINe 7 IbICKEBEEEREULEVLEWVD pathogens, faecal indicators are used to identify contamination. The bacteria species Escherichia
/ / /3N £ EEZTEDTHV. Compact Dry EC= coli (E. coli) is the most commonly recommended faecal indicator, and many countries including
http://mics.unicef.org/news_entries/15 S FRAULEBREICOVT, Bangladesh have set a standard that no E. coli should be found in a 100 ml sample of drinking water.

E. coliwas measured in the field by MICS teams, by filtering 100 ml of sample through a 0.45 micron
filter (Millipore Microfil®) which was then placed onto Compact Dry EC growth media plates (Nissui,
Japan). A 1 ml sample was also tested from the same source directly onto a second media plate.
Incubation was done at ambient temperature, and field teams were given padded sacks for storing
media plates close to their bodies in case of cold weather. After 24 hours, the number of blue
colonies, signifying the presence of E. coli colony forming units (cfu), was recorded.
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